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COMMUNICATION. 


Canal  Commissioners’  Office,  > 
Harrisburg ,  March  11,  1844.  3 

Hon.  William  Bigler,  . 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  communica¬ 
tion  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  with  a  request  that  you  lay  the  same 
before  the  Senate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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REPORT. 


Canal  Commissioners’  Office,  £ 
Harrisburg ,  March  11,  1844.  5 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Board  to  submit  the  annexed  estimate  of 
the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  putting  the  canals  and  railroads 
of  this  Commonwealth  in  proper  condition  for  navigation  and  transportation,  and  to  pay 
the  current  expenses,  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  supervisors  during  the  present 
fiscal  year.  It  is  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  present  supervisors,  furnished  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  a  requisition  of  the  Board. 

The  whole  sum  which  will  be  required,  according  to  these  reports,  for 

the  fiscal  year,  ending  30th  November  next,  is  $225,059  65 

From  which  deduct  the  sum  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the 
present  supervisors,  out  of  the  unexpended  balances  of 
former  appropriations,  -  $19,900  44 

Also  the  sum  of  $60,000,  being  the  amount  appropriated  by 
the  act  of  the  inst.,  less  $2,000,  specifically  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  Franklin  line,  -  58,000  00 

-  77,900  44 


Leavingthis  balance  ($147,159  21,)  to  be  provided  for  by  an  additional 

appropriation,  ------  $147,159  21 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  estimates  of  the  late  supervisors,  as  reported  to  the  late 
Board,  is  $206,498  25,  making  a  difference  of  $18,561  40,  between  the  estimates  of 
the  present  and  late  supervisors.  This  difference  arises  principally  in  the  estimates  for 
the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  the  upper  division  of  the  Juniata  line  of  canal, 
and  the  Susquehanna  division.  The  estimate  of  the  late  supervisor  (Mr.  Moorhead) 
for  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  exclusive  of  bridges,  is  $44,400  00 ;  that 
of  the  present  supervisor,  (Mr.  Gay,)  is  $61,650  00,  makinga  difference  of  $17,250  00. 
The  late  supervisor  (Mr.  Wood)  estimated  for  the  upper  division  of  the  Juniata  line, 
$15,000  00  ;  the  present  supervisor  (Mr.  Dull)  estimates  for  the  same  line,  $20,822  00. 
Mr.  Leisenring,  the  late  supervisor,  estimated  for  the  Susquehanna  division,  $30,050  00, 
and  Mr.  M'Faddin,  the  present  supervisor,  $22,543  00,  exclusive  of  $13,000  00  for 
finishing  the  repairs  on  the  Shamokin  dam.  As  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  the 
amount  required  for  the  dam,  may  be  dispensed  with  at  this  time,  it  is  not  included  in 
the  aggregate  sum  required  for  the  present  year.  Whether  Mr.  Leisenring  included 
the  expenses  of  repairing  the  dam  in  his  estimate,  is  not  known  to  the  Board,  as  the 
reports  of  the  late  supervisors  do  not  in  general  give  the  details,  on  which  the  estimates 
are  founded.  There  are  some  other  differences  between  the  estimates  of  the  late  and 
present  officers  on  the  lines,  but  those  adverted  to,  seem  to  be  the  only  ones  where  the 
difference  is  such  as  to  merit  notice.  For  any  further  information  in  respect  to  the  es¬ 
timate  now  presented,  you  are  referred  for  the  details  to  the  reports  on  which  it  is 
founded.  • 
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It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  late  Board,  that  they  only  recommended 
an  appropriation  of  6187,000  for  the  present  year,  while  the  aggregate  of  the  estimates 
of  their  supervisors  is  $200,408  25.  On  what  items  this  reduction  of  the  estimates 
of  the  late  supervisors,  was  made,  is  not  known  to  the  present  Board,  as  the  reports 
are  not  made  sufficiently  in  detail  to  afford  the  information.  The  present  Board  would, 
however,  most  respectfully  recommend,  that  an  appropriation  to  the  amount  required 
by  the  estimates  of  the  present  supervisors,  should  he  made.  It  is  their  intention  to 
enforce  the  most  rigid  economy  practicable  in  the  expenditures  ;  and  they  deem  it  the 
soundest  policy  to  purchase  materials  and  make  the  repairs  at  the  proper  time,  and  to 
establish  the  credit  of  the  Stale,  by  prompt  payment  for  every  thing  that  may  be  want¬ 
ed  for  the  public  service.  For  this  purpose  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  ample,  so 
that  no  debts  may  be  left  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  If  there  should  be  an 
excess  above  the  wants  of  the  year,  it  will,  of  course,  it  is  hoped,  not  be  unnecessarily 
expended. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  to  make  many  repairs  next  year,  between  the  time  the  canal 
closes  in  the  fall,  and  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring  of  1845,  which  can¬ 
not  be  made  during  the  season  of  navigation.  Materials  for  this  purpose  should  be 
purchased  during  the  summer  and  fall,  and  carried  on  the  canal  to  the  place  where  they 
are  required,  so  as  to  save  the  expense  of  hauling  after  the  close  of  the  navigation. 
Attention  to  this,  would  no  doubt,  save  the  State  some  thousands  of  dollars  annually. 
The  fiscal  year  closes  on  the  30th  November ;  and  between  that  period  and  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring,  full  one-half  the  expenses  of  the  whole  year  will 
be  incurred.  And  should  the  annual  appropriation  be  exhausted  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  there  would  be  no  means  provided  for  the  repairs,  which  must,  from  necessity, 
be  made  during  the  interval,  until  the  annual  appropriation  shall  be  made;  which  cannot 
be  expected,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  before  the  middle  of  March ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  public  creditors  must  remain  unpaid,  or  the  work  left  undone. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  it  would  promote  the  true  interests  of 
the  State,  if  the  present  Legislature  would  make  an  appropriation  to  purchase  materials 
during  the  present  year,  to  be  used,  after  the  close  of  the  navigation  next  fall  ;  and  to 
pay  the  expenses,  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  between  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  and  the  usual  time  of  passing  the  annual  appropriation  bill. 

Last  year  there  was  appropriated  for  ordinary  repairs  $186,000,  which  was  all  ex¬ 
hausted  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  There  was  also  $50,000  appropriated  for  re¬ 
pairing  breaches,  of  which  $34,574  21  was  drawn  :  making  the  whole  sum  drawn  out 
of  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  for  repairs,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  $220,574  21. 
What  portion  of  the  outstanding  debts  properly  belong  to  the  year  1843,  the  Board 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  is  known,  however,  to  be  several  thousand 
dollars  ;  and  if  any  appropriation  shall  be  made,  as  it  is  hoped  there  will  be,  for  the 
payment  of  the  old  debts,  the  supervisors  will  be  instructed  to  make  separate  abstracts 
of  the  outstanding  debts,  of  each  fiscal  year,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  so  as  to  ex¬ 
hibit  the  amount  chargeable  to  each  year. 

An  appropriation  such  as  was  made  last  year  for  the  repair  of  breaches  and  other 
injuries,  that  may  be  sustained  from  unforseen  causes,  is  thought  to  be  indispensably 
necessary,  to  the  security  of  the  navigation,  and  the  protection  of  the  public  works. 

The  Board  have  been  making  every  effort  in  their  power  to  collect  the  whole  of  the 
outstanding  debts,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  full  returns.  They  hope, 
however,  to  be  able  to  prepare  a  report  on  this  subject  in  a  few  days,  which  will,  as 
soon  as  completed,  be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature,  in  the  hope  that  provision  will  be 
made  for  their  payment;  and  the  character  of  the  State  redeemed  from  the  reproach  now 
resting  on  it,  in  reference  to  this  class  of  her  creditors,  at  least, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President . 
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Estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  Canals  and  Bailroads  of  this 
Commonwealth ,  and  the  current  expenses  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  Supervisors 
during  the  fiscal  year ,  ending  on  the  30  th  day  of  November ,  1844 : 


Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad  : 

Mr.  Gay’s  estimate,  -  -  -  -  - 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad : 

Mr.  Snodgrass’  estimate  for  ordinary  repairs,  $20,000  00 

For  rebuilding  foundation  of  engines  at  planes  Nos. 

2  &  10.  See  his  letter  of  17th  February,  1844,  4,000  00 


861,650  00 


Eastern  division,  and  part  of  Juniata,  to  North’s  Island: 

Mr.  Holman’s  estimate,  -  -  . 

Juniata  division,  from  North’s  Island  to  Aughwich  dam  : 

Mr.  Ole’s  estimate,  ------ 

Juniata  division,  from  Aughwich  dam  to  Hollidaysburg : 

Mr.  Dull’s  estimate,  - 

Western  division,  from  Johnstown  to  head  of  pool  of  dam  No.  3: 
Mr.  Watson’s  estimate,  - 

Western  division,  from  head  of  pool  of  dam  No.  3,  to  Pittsburg: 

Mr.  Jamison’s  estimate,  inclusive  of  what  will  be  necessary  for 
repairs  of  towing  paths  along  pools  of  dams  Nos.  1  &  2, 

Total  amount  on  main  line,  - 


24,000  00 
24,500  00 
13,226  00 
20,822  00 
10,000  00 

9,710  00 
$163,908  00 


Susquehanna  division,  and  part  of  AVest  Branch,  to  first  lock  below  Milton  : 

Mr.  M’Faddin’s  estimate,  -  $22,543  15 

AVest  Branch  division,  from  first  lock  below  Milton,  to  the 
head  of  the  line  : 

Mr.  Bennett’s  estimate,  -  17,000  00 

]\orth  Branch  division — (From  this  line  there  is  no  report 
from  Mr.  Maffit,  the  present  Supervisor :) 

Mr.  Kownover’s  (the  late  Supervisor)  estimate,  8,000  00 


Delaware  division : 

Mr.  Jarrett’s  estimate, 
Beaver  division  : 

Mr.  Mitchell’s  estimate, 


Whole  amount  required  on  all  the  improvements, 


$11,587  00 
2,021  50 


47,543  15 


13,608  50 
$225,059  65 
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Estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  Canals  and  Railroads  of  this 
Commonwealth ,  and  the  current  expenses  which  will  be  incurred ,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  30th  November ,  1844,  as  estimated  by  the  lute  Supervisors : 


Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad  : 

Mr.  Moorhead’s  estimate,  - 
Allegheny  Portage  railroad  : 

Mr.  Snodgrass’  estimate, 

Eastern  division,  and  part  of  Juniata  to  North’s  Island  : 

Mr.  M’Allister’s  estimate,  - 
Juniata  division,  from  North’s  Island  to  Aughwich  dam  : 

Mr.  Burns’  estimate^  - 

Juniata  division,  from  Aughwich  dam  to  Ilollidaysburg : 

Mr.  Woods’  estimate,  - 

Western  division,  from  Johnstown  to  Pittsburg: 

Mr.  Morris’  estimate,  - 

Susquehanna  division  and  part  of  West  Branch,  to  the  first  lock  below 
Milton  : 

Mr.  Leisenring’s  estimate,  - 

West  Branch  division,  from  first  lock  below  Milton,  to  the  head  of  line  : 

Mr.  Bennett’s  estimate,  - 

North  Branch  division : 

Mr.  Kownover’s  estimate,  ----- 
Delaware  division  : 

Mr.  Connor’s  estimate,  ----- 

Beaver  division  : 

Mr.  Mitchell’s  estimate,  ----- 


$44,400  00 

20,000  00 

• 

24,092  00 
15,000  00 
15,000  00 

18.500  00 

30,050  00 
18,000  00 
8,000  00 

10.500  00 
2,356  25 


Whole  amount  of  estimates  of  late  supervisors. 


$  206,498  25 
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REPORT  OF  EDW.  F.  GAY,  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MOTIVE  POWER  ON  THE 
COLUMBIA  AND  PHILADELPHIA  RAILWAY,  Feb.  19,  1844. 

[  COPY.  ] 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen: — As  soon  as  possible,  after  the  receipt  of  your  resolution,  dated  Febru¬ 
ary  2nd,  calling  for  a  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railway, 
I  commenced  an  examination  of  the  same,  and  although  the  snow  (since  fallen)  has 
prevented  the  exercise  of  as  close  an  inspection  as  I  was  desirous  to  make  ;  still  the 
examination  has  been  such,  as  to  enable  me  to  present  the  following  report,  with  suffi¬ 
cient  confidence  in  its  accuracy  to  justify  a  reliance  on  the  accompanying  estimate  for 
the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

I  therefore  proceed  to  report  on  the  questions  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Board, 
and  in  the  order  therein  stated  : 

1 .  What  is  the  general  condition  of  your  line  ? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  I  may  safely  assure  your  Board,  that  at  the  time  the  railway 
was  placed  under  my  charge,  (January  25,)  it  was,  and  still  is  (in  consequence  of  the 
ground  being  hard  frozen, )  far  from  being  in  a  good  condition.  Of  the  whole  distance, 
(82  miles,)  not  more  than  twenty  miles  are  in  good  order  ;  the  remainder  being  out  of 
adjustment,  for  the  want  of  proper  attention  to  the  drainage  of  the  road,  and  to  the 
supports  at  the  joinings  of  the  rails.  To  this  latter  neglect  may  be  attributed,  one  of 
the  most  serious  defects  in  the  present  condition  of  the  road,  viz  : — the  crushed  ends  of 
the  iron  rails ;  of  which  there  is  a  great  number,  so  great  indeed,  that  it  is  estimated, 
that  not  less  than  sixty  tons  of  iron  will  be  required,  during  the  present  year,  to  replace 
rails  which  cannot  longer  be  safely  used.  An  additional  cause  for  the  destruction  of  the 
rail  ends,  may  be  found  in  the  use  of  a  much  heavier  class  of  locomotive  engines  on  the 
railway,  than  it  was  originally  designed  for.  If,  however,  on  the  introduction  of  heavy 
engines  upon  the  road,  additional  supports  had  been  given  to  the  rails  throughout  the 
line,  and  such  supports  had  been  kept  in  proper  adjustment,  the  rails  now  required, 
and  which  will  serve  to  increase  the  cost  of  repars  this  year,  would  not  have  been 
necessary.  It  is  indeed  a  source  of  great  regret,  that  I  find  myself  constrained  at  the 
very  outset  of  my  engagement,  as  superintendent  on  this  road,  to  report  the  necessity 
of  providing  new  materials  for  repairs  during  the  present  year  ;  and  especially,  on  a  part 
of  the  work  heretofore  considered  permanent.  But  a  sense  of  my  duty  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  (arising  from  the  assurance  that,  unless  the  broken  rails  are  soon  replaced 
with  sound  ones,  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  machinery  during  the  present  year,  will  be 
very  greatly  enhanced.)  would  not  allow  me  to  omit  an  item  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  present  effectual  repairs  of  the  railway. 

On  referring  to  a  printed  report  of  J.  B.  Moorhead,  Esq. ,  late  superintendent,  (dated 
December  1,  1843,)  I  find  the  following  statement,  viz  : — 44  The  road  is,  unquestiona¬ 
bly,  in  a  better  condition  at  this  time,  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  its  completion.” 
I  know  not  what  the  precise  condition  of  the  road  was  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
but  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  it  seems  not  to  have  changed  materially 
from  that  date,  to  the  25th  day  of  January,  1844;  at  which  time,  its  condition  corres¬ 
ponded  with  the  statement  I  have  already  made,  and  which  can,  I  presume,  be  readily 
attested  by  every  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  engaged  on  the  road,  and  by  every  indi¬ 
vidual  using-  it. 

2.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  mechanical  work  on  your  line  ? 

The  mechanical  work  is  generally  in  good  order,  the  principal  exceptions  being  the 
Coatesville  viaduct,  the  road  bridge  at  the  Gap,  and  at  Reesville,  and  one  farm  bridge ; 
these  bridges  all  require  re-building  or  extensive  repairs,  several  other  bridges  and 
viaducts  require  some  repairs  of  minor  importance,  (and  rendered  necessary  either  to 
protect  them  from  decay  or  increase  their  stability,)  as  also  two  culverts  which  have 
partially  undermined. 

The  Coatesville  viaduct  was  originally  roofed  with  three  inch  plank,  which  was  care¬ 
fully  jointed,  caulked  and  pitched,  and  made  perfectly  water  tight.  It  has  since  been 


10 


much  neglected  and  is  now  in  a  leaky  condition,  in  consequence  of  which  some  of  the 
upper  timbers  have  already  commenced  decaying ;  and  unless  measures  are  speedily  taken 
to  prevent  further  leakage,  the  progress  of  decay  will  render  it  necessary  tore-build  the 
whole  structure  within  a  very  few  years.  It  is  therefore  proposed,  (if  means  are  pro¬ 
vided,)  to  renew  a  few  of  the  timbers  which  are  most  decayed,  and  put  on  an  additional 
covering  of  inch  boards  with  water  tight  joints  ;  with  these  repairs,  the  stability  of  the 
work  will  be  maintained,  and  its  durability  greatly  extended. 

3.  What  sum  will  be  necessary  to  place  your  line  in  proper  order  for  the  opening  of 
navigation  next  spring? 

As  the  railway  is  now  in  daily  use,  and  as  iron  cannot  be  obtained  immediately  for 
replacing  the  broken  rails,  but  little  more  will  be  required,  than  the  amount  necessary 
for  ordinary  repairs,  which  in  the  spring  is  usually  heavy.  A  vigorous  force  will  be 
engaged  on  the  line,  (temporarily,)  to  adjust  the  tracks  and  open  the  ditches  as  soon  as 
the  frost  leaves  the  ground.  The  expense  of  repairs,  therefore,  for  the  ensuing  month, 
(with  a  full  force,)  I  have  estimated  at  $0,000  ;  which  sum  it  is  believed,  will  prove 
sufficient,  and  is  included  in  the  general  estimate  for  repairs. 

4.  What  sum  will  be  necessary  for  repairs  on  your  line  during  the  year  ending  No¬ 
vember  30,  1844,  distinguishing  between  repairs  upon  the  canals  and  railroads,  and 
those  required  upon  mechanical  structures  ? 

From  the  most  careful  calculations  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  ordinary  expenses 
necessary  to  keep  the  railway  in  repair  during  the  current  year,  I  find  that  the  cost  will 
not  vary  materially  from  that  of  the  last  year,  and  I  have  therefore  returned  that  amount 


nearly,  in  the  following  estimate,  viz  : 

For  supervision,  watchmen,  switch  tenders  and  labor,  -  -  $40,350  00 

For  cross-ties,  castings,  smith-work,  hardware,  &c.,  -  -  14,700  00 

For  new  iron  rails  and  fixtures,  -  4,500  00 

For  repairs  of  Coatesville  viaduct,  -----  2,100  00 


Total,  -  -  -  -  -  -  $61,650  00 


The  above  estimate  is  inclusive  of  the  cost  of  repairs  already  incurred  from  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1843. 

5.  What  sum  would  be  necessary  to  repair  or  rebuild  the  bridges  on  your  line,  dis¬ 
tinguishing  between  public  and  farm  bridges  ? 

The  amount  estimated  for  rebuilding  road  bridges,  is  -  -  $850  00 

For  rebuiling  one  farm  bridge,  ------  400  00 

For  repairing  other  farm  bridges,  -----  500  00 


Total, 


$1,750  00 


6.  What  time  can  you  have  the  necessary  repairs  completed  on  your  line,  so  as  to 
be  ready  for  opening  the  navigation  ? 

As  the  railway  is  at  present  in  constant  use — although  not  in  good  order — every  effort 
will  be  made  to  improve  its  condition,  and  thus,  as  far  as  practicable,  prepare  it  for  the 
increased  business  consequent  upon  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  at  any  time  during 
the  ensuing  month. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  would  remark,  that  had  the  side  ditches  along  the  railway 
been  kept  open  heretofore,  and  the  track  properly  drained  and  adjusted,  the  cost  of 
repairs,  during  the  present  year,  would  probably  not  have  exceeded  forty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Should  means  be  provided  for  placing  the  road  in  good  order  the  coming  spring, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  that  so  desirable  a  result  as  a  reduction  of  expenses  in  the 
repair  department  of  this  road,  as  well  as  a  great  saving  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  its 
machinery,  will  be  attained  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  EDWARD  F.  GAY, 

Supt .  Col.  and  Phi  Pa.  Railway. 

Railway  Office,  February  19,  1844. 
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REPORT  OF  JOHN  SNODGRASS,  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  ALLEGHENY 

PORTAGE  RAILROAD. 

.  -  • 

£  COPY.  ] 

Superintendent’s  Office,  A.  P.  R.  R. 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen  : — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  2nd  instant,  requiring  full  and 
explicit  answers  to  certain  questions,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

1.  The  Allegheny  Portage  railroad  is  in  as  good  a  state  of  repair,  as  it  has  been,  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  for  the  last  six  years.  The  rebuilding  of  the  foundation  of  the 
stationary  engines,  at  planes  No.  2  and  10,  will  be  fully  completed  in  time  for  an  early 
opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring.  Every  necessary  repair  will  be  made,  so  that 
no  detention  may  be' caused,  in  having  the  road  in  readiness  as  soon  as  the  water  can  be 
let  into  the  canal. 

2.  The  stationary  engines  and  locomotives  will  undergo  a  thorough  repair  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  spring  business,  and  all  the  mechanical  work  requisite  for  the 
same,  will  be  fully  accomplished. 

3.  In  the  motive  power  department,  it  will  only  require  the  sum  necessary  for  per¬ 
forming  the  required  labor  at  the  two  depots,  from  the  present  time,  to  the  opening  of 
the  navigation,  which  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  $1000.  It  may,  however,  be 
proper  to  state,  that  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  superintendent,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year,  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  his  drawing  any  money  from  the  Trea¬ 
sury  to  settle  up,  to  the  close  of  the  year,  there  is  still  due  $8000,  which  amount  may 
be  in  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  motive  power  fund  not  drawn.  In  the  repair 
department,  it  will  require  $6000  to  settle  the  contracts  of  last  year,  and  pay  for  labor, 
&c.  In  addition  to  this,  it  will  require  $4000  to  pay  for  rebuilding  foundation  of 
engines  at  planes  No.  2  and  10,  which  work  is  now  going  on. 

4.  It  will  require  about  $20,000  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  this  road  during 
the  season  of  1844.  v 

5.  The  necessary  repairs  will  be  completed  on  this  road  by  the  10th  day  of  March, 
so  as  to  be  ready  for  opening  of  the  navigation. 

•  Yours,  respectfully, 

(Signed,)  JNO.  SNODGRASS,  Superintendent « 

[This  letter  is  post  marked,  17th  February,  1844.] 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  DAVID  WOODS,  LATE  SUPERVISOR  ON  THE 

.  JUNIATA  DIVISION. 

[  COPY.  ] 

4.  The  condition  of  the  dams,  aqueducts,  locks,  and  other  important  works  under 
your  charge  ? 

Answer. — I  have  fifteen  dams,  sixty-one  locks,  including  guard-lock,  and  nine  aque¬ 
ducts  on  my  portion  of  canal ;  the  dams  are  now  in  good  order ;  the  water  found  its 
way  through  the  Water  Street  dam  in  August  last,  and  with  considerable  difficulty  we 
succeeded  in  stopping  the  breach.  Two  of  the  aqueducts  are  in  bad  condition,  the  one 
crossing  the  Juniata  at  Shaver’s  ford,  must  have  one  new  span,  one  hundred  and  four  feet 
in  length,  before  the  opening  of  the  navigation.  Also,  two  spans  in  the  aqueduct  cross¬ 
ing  the  river  at  Spang’s,  must  be  taken  up  and  undergo  almost  entire  repairs — the  braces 
and  posts  have  given  way  in  part,  and  a  number  of  the  bearing  beams  broken.  The 
locks  in  general  must  be  repaired — many  of  them  unfit  for  use  the  ensuing  season,  unless 
rebuilt  this  winter. 

5.  What  sum  will  probably  be  required  for  repairs  upon  your  line  within  the  ensuing 
year  ? 

Answer.  — $  1 5, 000. 

6.  What  sum  will  it  require  to  repair  or  rebuild,  thoroughly  and  substantially,  the 
road  and  farm  bridges  on  your  line  ? 

Answer.  — $2, 000. 


REPORT  OF  C.  DULL,  ON  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  JUNIATA  DIVISION. 

[  COPY.  ] 


M’Veytown,  February  16,  1844. 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners : 

Agreeable  to  your  request  of  the  second  inst.,  I  transmit  the  following  report,  viz: 

1.  That  part  of  the  Juniata  division,  lying  between  Hollidaysburg  and  the  dam  at 
Newton  Hamilton,  which  is  under  my  charge,  is  very  much  out  of  order,  and  entirely 
unfit  for  the  spring  business. 

2.  The  mechanical  part,  in  almost  every  instance,  will  require  repairing ;  and  in  many 
cases  it  will  have  to  be  rebuilt,  before  the  opening  of  the  navigation.  Which  will  cost 
as  follows,  agreeable  to  my  estimate  : 

Amount  required  for  rebuilding  and  repairing  locks,  and 

lock  gates,  $5,827  00 

Building  and  repairing  waste  wiers,  -  825  00 

Building  one  winding  bridge,  -  -  -  -  125  00 

7,000  feet  of  plank,  (oak,)  for  lining  inside  of  lock  gates  for 

protection,  -  -  -  -  -  175  00 

Amount  required  to  repair  three  aqueducts,  -  -  1,700  00 

-  8,652  00 

For  excavation  of  canal  bottom  and  basin  at  Hollidaysburg,  in¬ 
cluding  embankment  taken  away  by  the  November  flood, 
below  Huntingdon,  -  2,000  00 

For  tools  and  two  flats,  -  250  00 

-  2,250  00 


3.  Amount  required  to  place  the  line  in  proper  order  for  spring  business,  $10,902  00 
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4.  Amount  required  to  keep  up  the  repairs  during  the  year 
ending  30th  November,  1844,  for  lock  gates  and  sluices 


around  the  locks,  - 

- 

$3,820  00 

For  foremen  and  hands,  - 

- 

5,400  00 

For  materials  and  smith-work, 

- 

500  00 

9,720 

00 

For  repairing  roof  on  the  aqueduct  at  Shaver’s, 

- 

- 

200 

00 

5.  To  rebuild  and  repair  public  bridges, 

- 

$1,288  00 

To  rebuild  and  repair  farm  bridges, 

— 

950  00 

2,238 

00 

$12,158  00 


6.  The  canal  will  be  ready  to  let  the  water  in  by  the  25th  of  March,  unless  some¬ 
thing  occurs  beyond  my  control. 

I  have  made  a  careful  examination  of  that  portion  of  the  line  under  my  charge,  and 
have  made  out  as  correct  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  as  I  possibly  can,  so  that 
you  may  have  a  correct  idea  of  the  cost  as  above  stated. 

In  consequence  of  the  short  time  to  complete  the  repairs,  there  will  be  an  additional 
expense  of  hauling  lumber  to  some  parts  of  the  line,  where  it  cannot  be  obtained,  w hich 
will  add  to  the  expense  considerable.  In  my  estimate,  I  have  made  no  allowance  for 
breaches,  or  any  extraordinary  repairs  $  this,  however,  you  will  observe  by  the  state¬ 
ment. 

As  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  the  repair  fund,  I  wish  you  to  let  me 
know,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  make  some  calculation  when  I  can  pay  debts,  which  I 
am  contracting  at  this  time. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

(Signed,)  C.  DULL. 
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